
T he fall has arrived...and with it, a little rain has brought 

itõs pitter-patter on the deck from the roofline 

above...and what else...oh!  The first annual Seattle   Bookfest 

came and went! 

Rekindled from the 

ashes of the North-

west Book Festival 

(which last ran in 

2003), this event 

seems to fill that 

hungry void for local 

readers.  Paul Doyle, the owner of the Columbia City Theater, 

organized the event, held at the old Columbia School near Rainier 

Avenue.  It featured over 100 authors, publishers, book stores, 

and author readings.  Local food merchants were also on hand to 

feed the several thousand visitors who came over the weekend.   

Top Hat Word & Index had a wide variety of involvement with 

this event.  In the planning phase Paul was able to lend some tal-

ent with press releases, poster graphics, publicity, and the overall 

signage plan for the event.  During the event he also served as the 

de facto videographer, and made his rounds assisting authors and 

publishe rs.  One logistical issue was making sure there were 

enough chairs for 

the attendees, who 

packed many of the 

rooms for the author 

readings.   

The weekend was a 

big success when 

one considers that 

admission was free (donations were accepted) with an attendance 

pushing 4,000.  The old charm of the Columbia School gave this 

first Seattle Bookfest a rather appealing òindy feeló that we hope 

to repeat next year!     
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I t was something that had been in the works for quite some 

time...but for one reason or another, it kept getting 

stalled...until now! 

As many of you know, in this day and age an online presence is 

an essential component of any marketing planñand anyone who 

spends time online knows that an effective component of that is  

videoñand preferably video thatõs in HD* 

format. 

Iõve had a Sony HD camcorder laying 

around for a couple years; a Sony issue 

from 2007 with a 40GB hard drive (the first 

model of its kind).  Unfortunately Iõm 

a...well, letõs say...amateur videographer 

learning as I go...so when I first purchased 

this thing, I was all gaga about it òbeing 

HDó and didnõt know to look into a more 

robust software package to process and edit the HD footage on the 

back end after shooting.  I figured there was editing software that 

came with it, and that would suffice...but the software thatõs 

included with the camcorder is meager and doesnõt do the job.   

Ever have one of these moments?: òOh, you mean I need THAT 

too?  Ohhhh yeaaahhhh...ó  Come on, of course you have.   

So you get the idea.  The purchase was a bit of a naïve maneu-

ver (to say the least), but I didnõt really know any better.  The 

camcorder purchase took place before the format war between 

Blu-ray and HD DVD had been settled.  In addition, there werenõt 

any decent editing programs out to work with AVCHD files (the 

Sony HD file format) at that time, as hardware vs. software tech-

nology is always leapfrogging over the other.   

In retrospect, it was a very risky purchase and out of character; 

I typically wait a couple years for new technology to evolve before 

picking up a piece of equipment like that.  As a case in point, I 

still donõt own a Blu-ray player yetñand weõre over two years 

removed from Blu-ray as the winner in the format war.   

Fortunately I ended up with a camcorder thatõs both easy to use 

and compatible with software programs supporting the AVCHD 

format.  I have an external 500 GB hard drive on my computer to 

download from the camcorderõs hard drive, giving me enough 

room to maneuver around with the massive HD video files in case I 

get into inadvertent duplication (and I will) when figuring out 

Pinnacle Studio Ultimate HD (ver. 14).  It has worked pretty well, 

barring the fact that I canõt burn DVDs due to graphics card issue, 

which will be resolved in due time.  However, I can upload videos 

to the webñand that will work for right now!  Vimeo is the official 

upload site of choice at this juncture for Top Hat Word & Index.   

The first video featuring the company, the episode òBookfest 

Posters,ó was shot a couple weeks ago as part of the series from 

The Ongoing Adventures of an Indexer /Technical Writer /Editor.  

It can be found on the home page for the website.  More exciting 

episodes are to follow!                            *HD means high definition video

Weõre Goinõ Video...Finally! 

The Pacific Northwest 

chapter of the American 

Society for Indexing met in 

Richland, Washington this last 

September for its bi-annual 

gathering.  About 40 indexers 

were in attendance.   

These events involve an 

array of workshops focusing 

on indexing methods and 

practices, and a chance for 

folks in the industry to stay 

connected.   

Also, it might be worth 

mentioning that Paul is now 

the newsletter coordinator for 

the PNW chapter!  Weõll keep 

you appraised of his status 

with that involvement!.     

Notes from the PNW -

ASI Richland meeting  

Future Nonprofit 

Possibilities Abound  

Staff maintain an active 

interest and support for several  

nonprofits, and have done so 

for several years; with a focus 

on environmental nonprofits.   

A few of these outstanding 

organizations can be found in 

previous newsletters.   

There may be opportunities 

in the near future to be in-

volved in a sponsorship role 

with one of these orgs...stay 

tuned for developments!      

Seattle Bookfest ô09 Sails on its Maiden Voyage! 

To see additional issues of the 

newsletter, visit Dexterõs Corner 

to find tidbits on each editionñ

and then simply click to read!   

Visit the Top Hat Word & Index 

website  or contact us at 

info@TopHatWordandIndex.com  

with any questions or inquiries. 

You can 

find out 

more 

about us 

at Top 

Hat Word & Index by 

visiting our website, 

and to see samples for 

our indexing, technical 

writing, and editing 

work.  Also be sure to 

check out testimonials 

from past  clients! 
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